[Retroperitoneal injuries: fractures of the spine and pelvis (author's transl)].
Within the area of retroperitoneal injuries, bone injuries of the spine and pelvis are discussed in terms of immediate diagnosis and early treatment. Particular attention should be given to the required operative position and to the intensive postoperative care in terms of the stability or instability of spinal injuries. In view of the total injury, pelvic fractures are often underrated. Extreme blood loss is to be expected in dorsal and ventral vertical fractures and luxations. Irreductible dorsal luxations should be surgically set and stabilized.